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Explore appropriate classroom

experiences that create an enriching
environment for young dual language
learners (DLLs)/multilingual young children,
from birth to Pre-K.

Explore

Examine strategic grouping practices to use
when working with dual
language/multilingual learners to create an
inclusive classroom culture that meets the
needs of all children.

Examine

Objectives

Develo
2 Develop an understanding of diversity

and inclusion practices that help early
childhood educators be sensitive and
responsive to multilingual children’s cultural
and linguistic needs.
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Defining Features of Inclusion:
DIVERSITY INCLUSION
“Early childhood inclusion embodies the
values, policies, and practices that |
*Programs and educators support the support the right of every infant and ——— Systems-level
uniqueness of each child and family, young child and his or her family, . e support to support
and value their language, culture, regardless of ability, to participate in a Accesstoa WI_de accommodations the efforts of
and strengths.” broad range of activities and contexts as range of learning and supports to individuals and
f“l&memberf of families, communities, opportunities, participate fully in organizations
: : and society. _ activities, settings, pl.a)./ gnd lfaarning L providing inclusive
DEC/NAEYC: Diversity and Inclusion in and environments activities with peers cervices to children
+ Early Childhood Environments and adults and families
R
Signs of a Learning Delay in Dual Language Learners:
o It:)oen: th\‘iiﬁﬁ}:lkcmg ss;r;:ling o Is the child silent at school
ANy rEilleier but talking happily when
An:er{t)er ":’h" speaé(s';{;(a{_ langtuﬁge? o their ran?imo?ﬁeycomes to
- ’ ’ : N\ " e they happy an ative at home? pick them up?
Toddlers & School Aged
(it Preschoolers Cli - © Does the child
engage in general o P
. = May be slow to talk . . . and pretend play e other
e | by 2+ Myt ieadnoand, sl chicren tessing
sucking and digesting pronouncing words and problems other children a child because
+ May be delayed f‘t‘:tesl::;eu"::: Een in understanding their age? they are
learning to sit or stand information and different?
* May have difficulty instructions.
learning new words
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@ Practices for

Adapting Teaching Strategies

Can Children with a JEearning Delaylearn) a Second Language?

1

Similar to their typically
developing peers, children
with delays who are DLLs
have the capacity to learn
multiple languages and
should have the
opportunity to maintain
their home language while
also learning English.

2

Children with delays who
are DLLs who are taught
in both or all their
languages benefit more
than their peers who are
only taught in their
second language.

3

They may need
individualized supports
in their home language, in
English, in sign language,
or in other ways to help
them learn and
communicate effectively.

understand a child's
needs, interests, and
abilities.

2. Make a change to an
activity or routine to
support a child's
access and
participation

3. Differentiate
instruction and

provide more
structured and

specialized teaching.

1. Observe each child to y ) '

4. Take into account students
with diverse needs.

5. Maintain a predictable
schedule. Children may not
understand your words, but
if a dual language learner
knows what's coming next,
she is more able to
participate appropriately
and learn more effectively.

6. Reduce the use of large
group lessons and find
more time for small groups
and one-on-one.
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@ Practices for

7. Speak slowly, avoid
using slang, simplify
sentences, and repeat
keywords often. Be
patient, giving
children time to
process what you've
said and respond.

8. Break down each skill
into steps.

9. Use visuals and
pictures to
demonstrate each
step.

Teaching Strategies

10. Teach and model.

11. Use lots of nonverbal cues—
gestures, sign language,
facial expression, and
changes in voice tone—to
enhance communication.

12. Add graphic organizers such
as props and pictures that
add meaning to interactions.

13. Assign language buddies. If
there isn't another child in
the class who speaks the
same language, encourage
a helpful, caring child to
befriend the newcomer.

Practices for

14. Group together children
who speak the same
language because of
the support they can
provide both in terms of
language practice and
social relationships.

15. Provide a comfortable
place where a child can
spend time playing
alone without the
constant pressure of
trying to understand
and be understood.

16. Minimize distractions
and the possibility for
over-stimulation.
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13/ 5Ol Learning Experiences

for Dual Language Learners

9 Storytelling

Science

Transitions

Outdoor/
movement

16

* Repetition of concepts makes it easier
to develop phonological awareness,
count, and learn vocabulary

* Have an enjoyable rhythm

* Content should be at or slightly
above the child's development level

Interesting plots are enjoyable and
challenge children

Should have a clear beginning, middle, and
end

Should contain cause and effect
relationships among characters and events,
and problem-solving

Stories should have human families with
realistic i ions to aid in compi i
Avoid books with poetic language and
abstract illustrations

18




Learning Experiences

1 Reading: In a Child's Home Language

Toddlrg & Preschoolers

Small Group Time gives children the
opportunity to practice their home
language and develop higher-order
thinking skills.

Read books, poems, and songs
Use facial expressions and
exaggerated tone

Watch the baby's gaze or where they
point to support language
development *
Provide cloth and board books and Pre-read a book in the home languagg)
talk about what the infant sees, feels, Pre-teach thematic content before it's
or hears introduced to the whole class

Introduce key vocabulary
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Learning Experiences

1 Reading: READ ALOUDS
Dialogic Reading

Reading and discussing a book at the same time

A
: : - | Helps LL] The slow pace @
An interactive way of talking with young dual language helps DLLs listen to
children about a book learners the words while using
engagemore | visual cues to

in the reading understand the story

=
Read-aloud in a small group Invite a family member in to read to

prior to reading the book in a child or small group, or find an
English to the large group audiobook in the child's language

19

Learning Experiences

1 Reading:
PEER Sequence

o

Prompts '

Repeat the
Expand the prompt to m:ke
child’s response sure the child
Prompt tnhzmlld to Evag:ﬁ:i?sthe bﬁ;:':::isr:;g | h?hseleeamxpanedsifor:m
EED ng response. | informationtoit. | .
about the book.

20

Ask children to fill in the blank.

Ask the children if they remember
something about the story.

Encourage more than one-word answers.

Ask children who, what, where, when, how,
and why.

Ask children to make connections between
the story and their own personal experiences.

R ¢

istancing questions

21

1)U 8  Learning Experiences

1 Reading: Tips for Read Alou

Read one featured book several days in a row

Read with expression
Teach oral language skills
Involve families

Evaluate your reading

22

Learning Experiences
2) Storytelling

Examples of

Sharing ideas, language, and storytelling:

stories for oral language
development and

t + Cultural/
h
comprehension traditional
+ Provides an engaging and :
authentic way of embedding A . F:i:’;f:@;‘d
language in a learning &y
experience : - Myths and
= Can engage in storytelling in egsncs
small groups utilizing their * Other fictional
home language or large D
groups in English. y + Recounts and
+ Can be led by an educator
or child

23
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1058 Learning Experiences
2) Storytelling

* Builds empathy and cultural awareness

Learning Experiences

2) Storytelling: Components of Storytelling

PSR " Using spoken words: Voice:
= Offers insights into different tradiitions and values + Clearly pronounce the words of the story Qi ipur.olce ol ippo childrenlto
= Helps children consider new ideas * Include all the parts of the narrative make meaning

(setting, characters, plot, resolution) * Use changes in your pitch (voice highs

s and lows), tempo (speed), and rhythm
Emphasize words and phrases and use to show the emotions of the characters
pauses to create suspense

* Use pitch and speed to build suspense
and enhance the story's meaning

* Increases children’s communication skills

= Develops concepts and vocabulary

= Encourages active participation Gestures, body language and
. the use of imagination and creativity facial expressions:
= Use gestures to match key phrases in the Characterization:

* Encourages cooperation between students story to help improve meaning

Use facial expressions to show the
emotions of the characters

+ Usedifferent yoices, body language,
char

= Engages the listener and enhances listening skills and gestures for different characters
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Learning Experiences

= Invite children to
reflect or interpret

= Introduce children to
different kinds of music from a
variety of cultures and traditions
= Use open questions to
encourage children to share

= Incorporate other languages
their ideas

into class songs

.## = Check for understanding

* Let students create music and
musical instruments

= Encourage children to consider

s = Involve families
what might happen next

= Compile a repertoire of useful,
multilingual songs around
curriculum and vocabulary

= Check which facts from the
story the children remember

28

Learning Experiences Learning Experiences

3 Music: In An Inclusive Early Childhood Environment 4 Math: Supporting the Mathematical Abi

= Relate learning experiences to what children
0.

Helps L s already know and can d
children = » Teach math vocabulary using words in
acquire \ . the home language that parallel the

EXAMPLE
circle
(English)
circulo
(Spanish)

language counterpart in English.

= Point out mathematical concepts and
= attributes that are part of the everyday
Aids i and young children's dail
in physical
coordination

Improves
memory and

focusing = and

attention = development

* Make informal math talk a part of your daily practice.

Tt pictorial cognate charts, and
word walls tointroduce new concepts and
vocabulary and deepen comprehension.

olalelelels
Helslelo|ofe

29 30



1058 Learning Experiences
4 Math: Supporting the Mathematical Abilities of DLLs

Mal oD Numeral
comp ns | Numbersense | eocognition

Data
collection
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Learning Experiences

5) Science

and content
through hands-on learning and observation

= Use pictures to introduce new vocabulary
= Post keywords in home language

= Reinforce vocabulary by doing
a picture walk through a book

= Utilize graphic organizers

= Reinforce key concepts through
drawing, labeling, reading and writing

31

Learning Experiences

6 Transitions & Meal Times

Post a schedule that uses pictures,
photos, or graphics, as well as words,
to describe each activity, Try to use
each language represented in the
classroom.

Review the schedule with the children
at the beginning of the day so they
know what to expect.

= Keep the routine as similar as possible
every day.

= Before or during transitions, use
simple, repetitive songs or chants that
children can easily learn and sing as

b they are learning English.

32

Learning Experiences

6 Transitions & Meal Times

EXAMPLE
aquiet
sign

Before or during transitions, use
simple motions or actions that all
children can do together.

Transition in pairs occasionally by
pairing a DLL with an English speaker.

Remain calm and model appropriate
behaviors and attitudes during
transitions.

Provide vocabulary in the target
language and extend.

Repeat the words after they have been
introduced.

= Share new words with families and
therapists or related services.

33
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Nature Walks

Hopscotch

Simon Says
Outdoor Scavenger Hunt
Obstacle Course
| Spy

Grouping Children in Early Childhood Environments
Grouping Practices by Language Proficiency

1

Homogeneous

Heterogeneou

35
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Grouping Children in Early Childhood Environments
Homogenous Grouping by Language Proficiency

Each group’s
needs can be
better met by

providing second
language learning
activities and
approaches for the
second language
learners or
struggling
students.

Grouping Children in Early Childhood Environments
Heterogeneous Groupmg by Language Proficiency

Provides
opportunities for
diverse groups of
students to
interact in ways
that do not
segregate by
ability

37
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Grouping Children in Early Childhood Environments

Teachers *
should consider: ]

= the design of the task
= the training of the
native speakers in
working with and
promoting the language
development of
language learners
Accountability
for all group members.

« the language
proficiency level of the
language learners

Strategies for Parents to Strengthen the Home Language

Telling
and reading
stories using
the home

Talking
about new
Talking  experiences
about and words
traditions

Reiterating
words and
concepts from
early childhood
classroom

DEC/NAEVC. (2009). i inclusion: Ajoil of the Division t.‘iffracyTeaching Tool‘ki!: Storytelling
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